
 

English Literature A Level 
  



 

Get organised! 

It is never too early to be organising your equipment and resources ready for exam season. 

It will be easier for you to keep on top of things if you keep your notes ordered from the 

beginning. 

 files / folders 

 highlighters 

 post-its  

 memory stick 

 wider reading 

 personal copies of texts (for annotation)  

 laptop for electronic notes (if that’s your preference) 
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Induction Task – Summer Reading 

Read widely over the summer. Try to read some poetry and read or watch some 
drama. Explore reviews of books and plays either through looking at articles or 
watching review shows.  
 

1. Complete THE ULTIMATE ENGLISH LITERATURE 
QUESTIONNAIRE so we can get to know 

everyone’s reading preferences. 
2. Choose at least one novel or play. 
3. Read it / them (to develop you active reading 

skills there are some suggestions on the next 
page…). 

4. Complete at least three induction tasks. 
5. Bring them along to the first week of lessons or 

submit them via e-mail to c.denny@paget.staff.sch.uk  
 

Induction Tasks based on Summer Reading 

a) Convert a set of seminar notes into graphic organizer format (concept map, Venn diagram, 
flowchart, table, etc.)  

b) Modernize the exchange of letters between two characters by converting it to an MSN 
conversation.  

c) Create a character web for one of the characters in the novel. Include proof from the text. 
d) Create a one-page diary entry from a minor character’s point of view. 
e) Create a glossary for the class of 20 unfamiliar words from the text. Include for each an 

original sentence that incorporates that word.  
f) Condense the events of the novel into a series of short telephone messages or text 

messages. 
g) Choose a song that corresponds to the mood of one part of the novel. Provide the lyrics and 

explain how the song mirrors the mood of the book using evidence from the novel.  
h) Choose a piece of art or music from the novel or period of the novel and explain how it 

exemplifies the characteristics of the novel. 
i) Create a quiz on the text.  
j) Write a letter to one character from the book in which you explain why you either agree or 

disagree with specific actions he/she has taken, what you think he/she should do next and 
why.  

k) Create an interactive close analysis about a selection of text. Consider elements such as 
literary devices, characterization, theme, diction, etc.  

l) Create a collection of significant quotations from one section of the novel.  
m) Choose a song that you feel defines one of the characters in the novel. Provide the lyrics in 

the form of a PowerPoint and explain (using specific references from the book) how this 
song defines the character you have chosen.  

n) Create a page from a character’s journal. Include doodles, random thoughts, etc. You must 
hand in an analysis of your work with at least three direct references from the text.  

o) Find a newspaper, magazine article, news clip, etc. on an issue explored in the novel.  
p) Develop a 2-minute monologue for one character in the novel. 
q) Create a graphic novel version of the text for your peers. This could be done by hand or 

using ICT (I suggest using http://www.storyboardthat.com/) 
r) Create a haiku, sonnet or ballad recreating the crucial parts of the text. 

The Paget English 
Department have 
suggested some 
novels you might 
enjoy reading. 

mailto:c.denny@paget.staff.sch.uk
http://www.storyboardthat.com/


THE ULTIMATE ENGLISH LITERATURE QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
1. Which book are you currently reading or have you just read? 

2. Who was your favourite author when you were a child? 

3. What was your favourite book when you were a child? 

4. Which magazine(s) did you read as a child? 

5. Which magazine(s) do you read now? 

6. Which literary character would you like to take out on a date and why? 

7. Which literary character would you least like to be stranded on a desert island with 

and why? 

8. In which literary/fictional location would you most like to live? 

9. Which is the best TV/film adaptation of a book you have seen? 

10. Which person, real or fictional, living or deceased, would you most like to have a 

‘one-to-one’ with? 

11. What is your favourite book? 

12. Who is your favourite author? 

13. What is the most memorable line delivered in a film? 

14. What is your favourite film? 

15. What is your least favourite book and why? 

 



Encouraging Wider Reading – Where do you start? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/bigread/ 

http://www.listchallenges.com/kaunismina-bbc-6-books-challenge 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/2003/oct/12/features.fiction 

 

Suggestions for active reading 
 
As you read, add post-its or make notes to record your reading experience:  

 What do you predict is going to happen?  

 What is your response to a character at different points?  

 Can you interpret a section in more than one way?  

 Is this an especially interesting or beautiful piece of writing? Why? 

 Have other people interpreted your text in film or TV adaptataions? What is your 
opinion of them? Do they match your ‘vision’ of the text? 

 Can you find out anything about the author that might relate to the text?  

 What about the time or place in which it was written? 
 

Suggested reading 

China Achebe  

Things Fall Apart 

Anthony Burgess  

A Clockwork Orange  
(Mr Lindley recommends) 

Maya Angelou  
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 

Wilkie Collins  
The Woman in White 

Margaret Atwood   

The Handmaid’s Tale  
(Miss Sharp recommends) 

Daniel Defoe  
Robinson Crusoe 

Iain Banks  

The Crow Road 

Charles Dickens  
Great Expectations 

Pat Barker 

Regeneration 
(Miss Hall recommends) 

Roddy Doyle  
Paddy Clarke. Ha, Ha, Ha. 

Julian Barnes  

A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters 
Daphne Du Maurier  

Jamaica Inn 
Alan Bennett  

Talking Heads 
George Eliot  

The Mill on the Floss 
Louis De Bernieres  

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin 
Sebastian Faulks  

Birdsong 
Charlotte Bronte  
Wuthering Heights 

Frederick Forsyth  
The Day of the Jackal 

John Bunyan  

The Pilgrim’s Progress 

E. M. Foster   

A Passage to India  
(Mrs Hogg recommends) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/bigread/
http://www.listchallenges.com/kaunismina-bbc-6-books-challenge
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2003/oct/12/features.fiction


Jostein Gaarder  

Sophie’s World   
(Mrs Denny recommends) 

Sylvia Plath   

The Bell Jar 

Alex Garland  

The Beach 

J. D. Salinger  
The Catcher in the Rye 

(Mr Garland recommends) 
Joseph Heller  

Catch 22  
(Mrs Williams recommends) 

Vikram Seth  

A Suitable Boy 

Nick Hornby  
About A Boy 

Mary Shelley  

Frankenstein 
(Mrs Lamb recommends) 

Aldous Huxley  
Brave New World 

John Steinbeck  

Of Mice and Men 
Kazuo Ishiguro  

The Remains of the Day 
R. L. Stevenson  

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 

James Joyce  
Ulysses 

Bram Stoker  
Dracula 

Thomas Keneally  
Schindler’s List 

J. R. R. Tolkien  
The Lord of the Rings  

(Mr Andrew recommends) 
John le Carre  

Tinker, Tailor, soldier, Spy  
(Mr Kerr recommends) 

Leo Tolstoy  
Anna Karenina  

(Ms Sharp recommends) 
Ian McEwan  
Enduring Love 

Alice Walker  
The Colour Purple 

David Mitchell  
Cloud Atlas 

Evelyn Waugh  
Brideshead Revisited 

Toni Morrison  
Beloved 

H. G. Wells  
The War of the Worlds 

David Nicholls  

One Day 

Oscar Wilde  
The Picture of Dorian Gray 

Michael Ondjate  

The English Patient 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful Websites 

www.bbc.co.uk/drama/shakespeare 
www.rsc.org.uk 
www.poetryarchive.org/ 
www.thestudentroom.co.uk 
www.englishliteratureforum.com 
www.theenglishfaculty.org 
www.englishbiz.co.uk 
www.englishlangsfx.blogspot.com 
www.univesalteacher.org.uk 
 

Grammar 

http://www.chompchomp.com/exercises.htm 

http://www.usingenglish.com/teachers/ 

http://www.grammar-monster.com/ 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm http://www.chompchomp.com/presentations.htm 

www.grammar.about.com 

 

Review Shows 

The Culture Show 

The Review Show  

The Book Show   

http://www.thebookshow.co.uk/  and https://www.youtube.com/user/thebookshowlive  

 

Encouraging Wider Reading 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/bigread/ 

http://www.listchallenges.com/kaunismina-bbc-6-books-challenge 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/2003/oct/12/features.fiction 

 

Theatre Productions 

Why not see what is on in the local area at theatres? Seeing a performance live is a fantastic experience. 

https://www.derbytheatre.co.uk/ 

http://www.birminghamtheatres.com/ 
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http://www.englishlangsfx.blogspot.com/
http://www.univesalteacher.org.uk/
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https://mail.paget.staffs.sch.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=_P9MofUC-EeRFCeWClXjNKKMlTMRhtIION9epNh6deTipvvCzkgU6rzggf3q4_yhNj1UOMv6m_U.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.usingenglish.com%2fteachers%2f
https://mail.paget.staffs.sch.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=_P9MofUC-EeRFCeWClXjNKKMlTMRhtIION9epNh6deTipvvCzkgU6rzggf3q4_yhNj1UOMv6m_U.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.grammar-monster.com%2f
https://mail.paget.staffs.sch.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=_P9MofUC-EeRFCeWClXjNKKMlTMRhtIION9epNh6deTipvvCzkgU6rzggf3q4_yhNj1UOMv6m_U.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fgrammar.ccc.commnet.edu%2fgrammar%2fquiz_list.htm
https://mail.paget.staffs.sch.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=_P9MofUC-EeRFCeWClXjNKKMlTMRhtIION9epNh6deTipvvCzkgU6rzggf3q4_yhNj1UOMv6m_U.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chompchomp.com%2fpresentations.htm
http://www.grammar.about.com/
http://www.thebookshow.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebookshowlive
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/bigread/
http://www.listchallenges.com/kaunismina-bbc-6-books-challenge
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2003/oct/12/features.fiction
https://www.derbytheatre.co.uk/
http://www.birminghamtheatres.com/


Literary Genres: Aspects of tragedy 
 

Drama ‘Othello’ or ‘King Lear’ by William Shakespeare Do you have a preference? 

‘Death of a Salesman’ by Arthur Miller 

Prose ‘Tess of the D’Urbervilles’ by Thomas Hardy (Pre-1900) 

Poetry Selection Tragedy - Extract from The Monk’s Prologue and Tale, extract from 

Paradise Lost, ‘Tithonus’, ‘Jessie Cameron’, ‘The Death of Cuchulain’, ‘The Convergence of 

the Twain’, ‘Death in Leamington’, ‘Out, out –’, ‘Miss Gee’ (Poetry Anthology provided) 

Aspects of tragedy 
 
At the core of all the set texts is a tragic hero or heroine who is flawed in some way, who 
suffers and causes suffering to others and in all texts there is an interplay between what 
might be seen as villains and victims. Some tragic features will be more in evidence in some 
texts than in others and students will need to understand how particular aspects of the tragic 
genre are used and how they work in the four chosen texts. The absence of an ‘aspect’ can 
be as significant as its presence. There can be no exhaustive list of the ‘aspects’ of tragedy 
but areas that can usefully be explored include: 

 the type of the tragic text itself, whether it is classical and about public figures, like 
Lear, or domestic and about representations of ordinary people, like Tess 

 the settings for the tragedy, both places and times 

 the journey towards death of the protagonists, their flaws, pride and folly, their 
blindness and insight, their discovery and learning, their being a mix of good and evil 

 the role of the tragic villain or opponent, who directly affects the fortune of the hero, 
who engages in a contest of power and is partly responsible for the hero’s demise 

 the presence of fate, how the hero’s end is inevitable 

 how the behaviour of the hero affects the world around him, creating chaos and 
affecting the lives of others 

 the significance of violence and revenge, humour and moments of happiness 

 the structural pattern of the text as it moves through complication to catastrophe, 
from order to disorder, through climax to resolution, from the prosperity and 
happiness of the hero to the tragic end 

 the use of plots and sub-plots 

 the way that language is used to heighten the tragedy 

 ultimately how the tragedy affects the audience, acting as a commentary on the real 
world, moving the audience through pity and fear to an understanding of the human 
condition. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Texts and Genres: Elements of crime writing 
Post 2000 Prose ‘Atonement’ – McEwan or ‘When Will There Be Good News’– Atkinson Do 

you have a preference? 

Poetry ‘Peter Grimes’ – Crabbe; ‘My Last Duchess’, ‘Porphyria’s Lover’, ‘The Laboratory’ – 

Browning; ‘The Ballad of Reading Gaol’ - Wilde 

Further text ‘The Murder of Roger Ackroyd’ – Agatha Christie ( or ‘Hamlet’ - William 

Shakespeare) Do you have a preference? 

Elements of crime writing 
 
In the case of Elements of crime writing, many of the texts pre-date the crime fiction genre 
that emerged as a recognisable literary genre in the mid-19th century and with academic 
recognition in the 20th century. However, in all the texts a significant crime drives the 
narrative and the execution and consequences of the crime are fundamentally important to 
the way the text is structured. 
All set texts are narratives which focus on transgressions against established order and the 
specific breaking of either national, social, religious or moral laws. The focus in this 
component must be on ‘Elements’ and students need to consider the elements that exist in 
each of their texts. The elements that might be explored, depending on the individual text, 
include: 

 the type of the crime text itself, whether it is detective fiction, a post-modern novel, a 
revenge tragedy, an account of a life lost to crime 

 the settings that are created as backdrops for criminal action and for the pursuit of 
the perpetrators of crime: both places and times will be significant here 

 the nature of the crimes and the criminals, the criminals’ motives and actions 

 the inclusion of violence, murder, theft, betrayal 

 the detection of the criminal and the investigation that leads to his or her capture or 
punishment 

 how far there is a moral purpose and restoration of order 

 guilt and remorse, confession and the desire for forgiveness 

 the creation of the criminal and their nemesis, the typical detective hero 

 the sense that there will be a resolution and the criminal will be punished 

 the victims of crime and the inclusion of suffering 

 the central motifs of love, money, danger and death 

 punishment, justice, retribution, injustice, accusation, the legal system, criminal trials 
and courtroom dramas, imprisonment, death 

 the structural patterning of the text as it moves through a series of crises to some 
sense of order 

 the specific focus on plotting 

 the way that language is used in the world that is created; there may be use of a 
criminal register, legal register, police register 

 the way that crime writing is used to comment on society, particularly the 
representation of society at particular historical periods 

 ultimately, how crime stories affect audiences and readers, creating suspense, 
repugnance, excitement and relief. 

 

 
 
 
 



A-level: Specification at a glance  
(AQA A Level Literature B) 

 
 

 

 

Specification 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-7716-7717-SP-2015-V1-

0.PDF 
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