
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER JULY 2016 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are coming to the end of the school year, which following last year’s results has been hugely 
successful. Students within Year 11 have completed an intense mock exam programme, finished all 
controlled assessments and went on to sit their final GCSE exams. All indicators suggest that this 
group of young people will record impressive exam success. 
Within Year 13, we again expect to build upon the success of 2015 and again record our highest ever 
results. 
 
Last Day Arrangements 
 
The last day of term is Friday 22nd July and the school will close at 1.00pm. We have planned a training 
day on Monday 5th September, so the students will be expected back on Tuesday 6th September to 
begin the Autumn Term. We have arranged a staggered start, so Years 7 and 12 will need to arrive for 
8.50am and all other year groups for 10.00am. Another training day follows on Monday 12th September, 
where again the school is closed to students. 
 
Collection of Summer Exam results for Years 11 & 13 
 
Students will be able to collect their results at the following times: 
 
AS and A Level results on Thursday 18th August between 10.00am and 11.00am in the Sixth Form 
Common Room. 
 
GCSE results on Thursday 25th August between 10.00am and 11.00am in the Dining Hall. 
 
Staffing 
 
We are sad to be saying goodbye to the following members of staff: 
 
Chris Little   Senior Leader. 
Paula Kimber   Humanities   
George Andrew English   
Natalie Smith  Science  
Tasleem Aslam Business Studies and ICT 
Sarah Fellowes Head of Music 
Rosie Clough  Receptionist 
Gemma Watson Science Technician (temporary). 
Jon Scott   Head of Music (temporary) 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
However, we are happy to be welcoming the following new staff: 
 
Jonathon Hood Teacher in Charge of Music. 
Jennifer Cawson A D & T Teacher (maternity cover for Amanda Piggott). 
Emily Cameron Teacher of Science. 
Steve Gabbitass Teacher of Humanities. 
Lawrence Dalton Teacher of English. 
 

We send Miss Piggott all of our best wishes as her maternity leave draws ever nearer. 
 
We are also delighted to welcome back Miss Oakley and Mr Buxton after extended medical 
absences. 
 
Our thoughts continue to be with Mr Laffin, who is still absent due to serious ill-health. 
 
Life after levels at Key Stage 3 and new GCSE grades at Key Stage 4 
 
Included with your child’s latest school report are the details about the following: 
 

 How your child’s work will be assessed from Year 7 to 9 following the Government’s decision to 
abolish levels. 

 How the new 9-1 system is gradually replacing GCSE grades A*-G 
 
If you have any queries about either of these significant changes, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Homework Detention 
 
From September, students given a detention for failure to submit homework on time will be separated 
from those who have misbehaved. The ‘homework detention’ will be an opportunity for students who 
have missed a deadline to complete the outstanding work. 
 
Events over the Past Term 
 

 The Year 11 Prom was held at the Newton Solney Park Hotel on Friday 8th July and was again 
a fantastic success. It was organised by Mrs. Brown and a very hard working student 
committee. Staff at the venue commented that our students were a credit to the school. 

 

 Miss Speed led a trip to Barcelona for Years 7-10 and this week also show-cased Paget 
students at their very best. 
 

 The Community Fair was held on Saturday 9th July and was organised by the Paget Pals 
Committee. It was again a huge success and raised over £1200. 

 
 In collaboration with Burton Albion, staff from the Maths Faculty led by Miss Brown and Mrs. 

O’Brien, arranged a number of ‘challenges’ for a group of students to meet, one of which was to 
raise money for the students chosen charities. £900+ was raised, £500 of which was donated to 
The Burton Community Trust. Alicia Williams was voted our ‘Young Apprentice of the Year’ 
 

 In athletics, Charlotte Jones represented the school yet again and became the ‘Mason Trophy 
Intercounties Schools Triple Jump Champion’. She was also selected, for the fourth successive 
year, to represent Staffordshire in the English Schools Athletics Championships, held at 
Gateshead. Congratulations Charlotte! 

 
 
 



 All students have participated in a ‘Child Sexual Exploitation Awareness’ week. The targeting 
and grooming of young people often occurs online, but not always. Attached is a poster 
designed by the Staffordshire Safeguarding Children Board. It has been written for parents and 
summarizes what the students have been discussing. If you want any further information or 
support, please contact School. 

 

 Paget took part in Cancer Research UK’s ‘Race for Life’. More than 200 students and staff 
walked, jogged or ran 5km around the sports field. Training took place at lunchtimes and during 
PE lessons and the money raised will be used to support those with cancer and to help find a 
cure. 

 
The Sixth Form 
 
Our recruitment into the Sixth Form has been very successful. Can I remind families that enrolment for 
Years 12 will be held on Monday 5th September 2016, between 9am and 11am, in the Sixth Form 
Common Room. If students haven’t yet submitted an application or are unsure about their future 
options, there will be staff available to discuss their next steps with them.  
 
The Sixth Form have been visited by the ‘Great Minds Uni Tour Bus’ 

 
All students had the opportunity to use Virtual Reality goggles to access the 
kind of facilities that a university faculty can offer and other aspects of the 
programmes of study that interested them. The upstairs deck of the bus has 
been designed to resemble student accommodation. This included a typical 
bedroom, living quarters, kitchen and dining facilities.  
 
Most of our students visit the universities to which they subsequently apply. 
Occasionally however, the university open days clash or the students are 
unable to visit for other reasons. Having the tour bus here, enabled everyone 
to gain a flavour of university life. 
 
The bus was staffed by current undergraduates and some postgraduates. All 
brought a wealth of information that our Sixth Form took advantage of. 
 

Year 12 students have also toured the University of Manchester and taken part in an introductory 
Personal Statement Writing Workshop, in preparation for the application process which gets underway 
in September. The Life Skills Company were commissioned to come into Paget a few days later, 
to deliver an in-depth workshop and offer further advice on personal statements and covering letters. 
 
Paget Community Orchard and Farm 
 
There is a Summer Farm Club running on the 2nd to 5th August from 10.00am to 12.00 noon and you 
are welcome to visit the orchard throughout the holidays between the same times. 
 
Catering 
 
Can I please remind all parents and carers that ‘Parent Pay’ arrears need to be cleared before the start 
of the new school year. If you have any questions or require help with user names or passwords, 
please contact Mrs Manek (Business Manager). 
 
If you feel you may be eligible for Free School Meals, please do not hesitate to contact the Main Office. 
 
Holidays 
 
I have to remind you that despite the recent, high profile court case, we are not allowed to give 
permission for students to take holidays in term time.  Any absence has to be recorded as 
‘unauthorised’ and checked by the Educational Welfare Officer.  Fines/penalties can still be issued to 



families that take their child out of school to go on holiday. If you feel that you have good reason to take 
your child out of school, other than for medical/dental/ophthalmic appointments, please contact your 
child’s Head of Year. There is a list of holidays dates and training days attached for the next academic 
year, which may help in your holiday planning. 

 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
This year, eighteen students from Paget have earned their Bronze award, while seventeen have 
earned Silver. At present we have twenty students working towards Bronze.  
 
While we say goodbye to Ms Aslam as the leader of this scheme, we are also delighted to welcome Mr 
Ellison as the new Duke of Edinburgh Leader. He hopes to support the first group of Paget students to 
achieve the Gold Award over the next two years. 
 
The presentation of these awards will now form part of our Progression Evening celebration in 
December. 
 

Parents, Teachers and Friends Association– ‘Paget Pals’ 
 
The association was formed in September, with the joint aims of encouraging parental and community 
involvement in school activities and generating income through fundraising. Since then they have been 
very busy and 2015-16 has been a very successful year for ‘Paget Pals’. 
 
Following the inaugural meeting, the calendar was soon filled with fundraising activities. During the 
Autumn Term, they organised the Bottle Tombola at Rykneld School Fair and a raffle at Paget 
Progress Evening. During the Spring Term, another raffle was held, this time at Paget’s Musical 
Theatre Night. An Asian Lunch was hosted, and an Easter Egg Hunt, was held in the school orchard. 
Earlier this term, Paget Pals held a non-uniform day and organised the Summer Fair. The total raised is 
in excess of £2000, which will be spent on projects to benefit the students. 
  
Thank you to everyone who has supported these events, in whatever capacity they could, but 
especially to those who have formed the committee, attended meetings and given up their time to put 
their ideas into practice and to plan and manage various events.  Paget Pals couldn’t have achieved 
what they have without your help.  
 
Work has now started to build upon these foundations during the new academic year. The first meeting 
will be held on Thursday 22nd September at 6:30pm. All parents and carers will be warmly welcomed. 
If you would like any further information or want to share any ideas, please contact the Chair, Mrs Ryan 
through the School Office. 
 
Parking 
 
Your continued co-operation in not using the school drive to drop students off in the morning or pick 
students up at the end of the day is much appreciated.  It is easier and safer to drop/pick up at the end 
of the drive.   
 
Riding Bikes 
 
Thank you for your support in ensuring that your child rides his or her bike safely, to and from school 
and I believe that our students are generally very careful.  However, we can never be complacent 
about this issue and I am again asking you to talk to your child about being safe and taking care on the 
busy roads around the school. Secure individual bike lockers are still available at no cost. If you are 
interested in one of these for your child, please contact Mrs Manek (Business Manager). 
 
 
 
 



Litter 
 
Our students have made enormous progress in keeping the field and surrounding areas free of litter. 
Visitors to our site now comment on the cleanliness of the school site. 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 

 The first Paget Pals Meeting of the new academic year is on Thursday 22nd September at 
6:30pm. 

 Our annual Apple Day is being held on September 17th between 10.00am and 12 noon. 

 Year 6 Open Evening is on Wednesday 28th September at 7.00pm 

 Open Study for Sixth Form begins on Saturday 10th September from 10.00am until 12 Noon. 
Years 10 and 11 are welcome to attend from Saturday 17th September at the same times. 

 Our ‘Settling In Evening’ will be held on Wednesday 12th October. Detailed information will be 
provided nearer the time. 
  

 
And finally… 
 
I hope that you all enjoy the summer holidays. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

 
Marc Howell 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACADEMIC YEAR 2016-17 
 
Autumn Term 2016 
 

   

School Opens Monday 05 September Staff Training Day 
 Tuesday 06 September School opens to students 
    
Half Term Friday 21 October School Closes for half term 
 Monday 31 October School opens to students 
    
School Closes Friday 16 December Christmas Holiday 
    
Spring Term 2017 
 

   

School opens Tuesday 03 January School opens to students 
    
Half Term Friday 17 February School closes for half term 
 Monday 27 February School opens 
    
School closes Friday 7 April School closes for Easter Holiday 
    

Summer Term 2017 
 

   

School opens Monday 24 April School opens to students 
    
School closed Monday 01 May May Day Bank Holiday 
    
Half Term Friday 26 May School closes for half term 
 Monday 05 June School opens 
    
School closes Tuesday 25 July School closes for Summer Holiday 
    
    

 
Training Days 
 
Monday 5th September 2016 
Monday 12th September 2016 
Friday 17th February 2017 
Monday 24th July 2017 
Tuesday 25th July 2017 
 
Parents’/Carers’ Consultations 
 
Teaching staff will be available to meet with Parents’/Carers’ between 1.45 – 3.45pm and  
5.15 - 7.15pm on the following dates:- 
 
Year 7   Tuesday 14th March 2017 
Year 8   Tuesday 24th January 2017 
Year 9   Thursday 2nd March 2017 
Year 10  Thursday 12th January 2017 
Year 11  Wednesday 1st February 2017 
Years 12 and 13 Thursday 19th January 2017 

 
 
 


