
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER March 2016 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are coming to the end of the spring term and I am again hugely proud of the hard work that 
students and staff alike have been putting into the teaching and learning process. The final stages of 
the push towards GCSE success has started and our Year 11 students begin the final stage of their 
mock exams this week. It is clear from their progress so far that they are set to do very well this 
summer, provided they keep up the pace that they have set 
 
As the exam season approaches, we are very aware of the additional stress that the Year 11 students 
feel. They are working hard and proving to be very responsible and mature about their studies. We 
have programmes in place to support the students in terms of PSE content and also by providing 
lunchtime discussion opportunities and individual counselling. If you have any worries at all about your 
child, please do not hesitate in contacting the Head of Year, Mrs. Brown, to share your concerns.  
 
In preparation for future years, students in lower years will experience the taking of at least one of their 
end of year exams in the Exam Hall. If you believe that your child may feel particularly stressed about 
this, please do not hesitate in contacting his or her Head of Year. 
 
 
Last Day Arrangements 
 
The last day of term is Thursday 24th March and the school will close at the normal time of 3.30pm. We 
have planned two training days on 7th and 8th April 2016, so the students will be expected back on 
Monday 11th April to begin the Summer Term. 
 
 
Homework, Easter Revision School and Extra-Curricular Activities 
 
There are a wide range of activities on offer after school for all different ages.  These include additional 
qualifications, educational trips/visits and sporting activities.  We also provide an Open Study session 
on a Saturday morning for Key Stage 4 students.  Support is given by Maths, English and Science 
teachers for GCSE courses throughout the year, but it is also an opportunity for students to complete 
homework.  Over the years this has proved very popular and has helped to prepare students for their 
examinations.  Please encourage your child to take advantage of these opportunities.   
A programme of after school and Saturday morning supported study is included at the end of this 
newsletter for students in Year 11.  Also included is the relevant homework schedule for students in 
Year 7 to 9. 
 
We are delighted that our successful Easter School will again run this year. Dates and times are 
included at the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School Reports 
 
In our quest to further improve upon the rates of progress that all of our students make, we have 
amended our reports. This is to ensure that parents and carers know whether their child is on course to 
meet the target that is set for him or her. Where a child is identified as ‘needing intervention’ to meet a 
target, this reminds individual teachers of the need to give the child personalised advice. It also 
reminds the child that he or she should attend lunchtime and after school homework clubs that run 
across the school. In addition, it informs families that our targets are demanding. Your child should only 
be criticised if his or her ‘effort’ grade is below ‘good’. 
 
 
Events over the Past Half Term 
 
There have been many activities and visits this term, alongside our usual sporting fixtures. Several 
would not have been possible without our new minibus which is proving to be invaluable.  

 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) Awareness has been a key priority for the school over a number of 
months. Not only does this feature within the Personal and Social Education curriculum but we have 
also been part of an initiative with regional police to further ensure that all of our students are safe.  We 
have recently added a page to the school’s website with helpful links to where to find support with 
regard to a range of teenage issues from CSE to ‘Sexting’ and mental health. 
 
Four Year 8 students have been selected to take part in a Maths Masterclass at Stafford University 
over a period of six Saturdays. Year 8 are participating in a ‘Citizen Science Project’ involving bats 
echo-location, habitat and the role they play in disease.  
 
In a successful bid to encourage more girls to take up Engineering, Design and Technology, we have 
been awarded £1000 by the ‘Glass in Society Fund’. This has enabled a Year 8 group to take part in a 
project using glass, and the department hopes to incorporate more glass and ceramics into GCSE 
Product Design outcomes. 
 
Miss Broderick has taken some Year 9 students to Cineworld, to see a showing of ‘He Named Me 
Malala’. This was well received and supported the work that the group were doing on extremism. 
 
A group of Year 10 students attended an Oxford University Open Day with Mr Dennett and along with 
Year 8 students, over half term, completed a Maths ‘Challenge 16’ sponsored by the University of 
Liverpool. Santander have been in school teaching some Year 10 students the important life skill of 
how to manage money  and another Year 10 group, along with some Sixth Form students recently 
attended a Health and Social Care conference, where the theme was  ‘Dignity’  and other care values. 
The older students are now using this experience to complete a ‘Dignity Award’ qualification. 
 
As well as considering how to manage exam stress, Year 11 students have raised an excellent £300 
towards their Prom by holding a Christmas Market and an Easter Egg Tombola.  
 
World Book Day celebrations were led by the English Department, who in order to support the Key 
Stage 4 curriculum, also took a mixed group of students to the Curve Theatre in Leicester to see ‘An 
Inspector Calls’. Paget’s very own Musical Theatre group staged a variety performance of songs, 
dance and drama called ‘Theatre Through the Ages’. The whole project was initiated and led by a team 
of creative Sixth Formers, and following a term of hard work and dedicated rehearsal, audience 
members were treated to some exhilarating performances from Musicals such as Mary Poppins, Les 
Miserables and Sunshine on Leith.  
 
Sixth Form Students continue to plan for life after Paget and have attended an exhibition at the NEC, 
where they were able to meet apprenticeship providers such as The Daily Telegraph, Mercedes-Benz 
and Price Waterhouse Cooper.  Russell Group universities were also represented and there was an 
opportunity to research courses, accommodation, admissions procedures and student finance. 
 



Sixth Form Scientists benefited from Nottingham Trent University’s Christmas lectures and the 
Mathematicians have visited both Derby and Keele Universities for Senior Maths Challenges and a 
Problem Solving Conference. Art, Design and Technology students continue to work with children from 
Rykneld Primary School, testing and evaluating their educational toy designs. 
 
A group of selected students from Years 10, 11 and 12 were invited to an Oxford and Cambridge 
University Student Conference. Here they had access to Admissions Tutors, academic staff and current 
undergraduates, which was an invaluable opportunity. 
 
Congratulations to Year 7 and the Maths Department who have raised £117 by participating in an 
NSPCC Number Day. 
 
Finally, the Easter Egg Hunt, organised by ‘Paget Pals’ on Saturday 19th March, was a massive 
success, attracting large numbers of parents, carers and friends of the school, despite the low 
temperature! 

 
Forthcoming Events 

 
 School photographs for Years 7 and 11 on 13th April. 

 Art, Design and Technology Exhibition of GCSE work 11th – 22nd April. 

 Paget Pals meeting 19th May at 6.30 library 

 Year 11 Celebration Day 24th June. 

 Summer Community Fayre 9th July.  

 Progress Week for students Years 7-9 and 12, week beginning 11th July. 

 Work Experience Week for Year 10 students week beginning 11th July 

 Year 11 Prom Friday 8th July. 

 Progress Awards evening for Years 7 – 10 and 12 Tuesday 19th July at 7pm. 

 German Christmas Market – 8th December to 12th December 2016. 

 Skiing trip to Andorra 17th February to 25th February 2017 for Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12. 
 
Parent/Carer Consultation Meetings 
 
In January we began a term of Parent/Carer Consultation Meetings in order to work together with you 
to promote the success of all of our children. These have just come to an end and average attendance 
across Key Stage 3 and 4 exceeded 86%; we thank you for your support. Please do not be afraid to get 
in touch if you have any concerns about the welfare of your child, the first point of contact is his or her 
Form Tutor or Head of Year.  
 
Uniform 
 
Many thanks to the vast majority of parents and carers that send their children to us in the correct 
uniform. Can I take this opportunity to remind you that if you are about to purchase items of uniform for 
your child that you note the following: 
 
Trousers are not leggings and should be of a looser fit. 
 
Shoes, not trainers should be purchased. 
 
 
Parent Pay 
 
Please ensure that your child’s account is topped up regularly and particularly at the start of the new 
term. While it is of course our policy to ensure that no child goes without food on any given day, there 
are a significant number of children whose accounts are currently overdrawn. It is easy to check the 
status of your own account online at any time. 
 



Holidays 
 
I have to remind you that we are not allowed to give permission for students to take holidays in term 
time.  Any absence has to be recorded as ‘unauthorised’ and checked by the Educational Welfare 
Officer.  Fines/penalties will be issued to families that take their child out of school to go on holiday. 
If you feel that you have good reason to take your child out of school, other than for 
medical/dental/ophthalmic appointments, please contact your child’s Head of Year. There is a list of 
remaining holidays dates attached for this academic year and also dates for next year as well, which 
may help in your holiday planning. The dates of five training days are still to be announced. 
 
Parking 
 
Your continued cooperation in not using the school drive to drop students off in the morning or pick 
students up at the end of the day is much appreciated.  It is easier and safer for all our students if you 
deliver/collect at the end of the drive.   
 
Riding Bikes 
 
We always encourage students to ride to school on a bike or walk, rather than take the bus. It’s much 
healthier.  However, there continue to be occasional reports from some local people that some 
students are not taking sufficient care on the roads.  If your child comes to school on his/her bike then 
please talk to them about being safe and taking care on the busy roads around the school.  Secure 
individual bike lockers are available at no cost (see Mrs Manek– Business Manager). During more 
testing weather, please ensure that your child’s bike is well maintained. 
 
And Finally… 
 
We are looking for a professional, dedicated and proactive Parent Governor to join our Governing 
Body.  There are eighteen Governors in total who meet at a Full Governors’ Meeting, held at 5.00pm 
on a Wednesday, each half term.  They would also be invited to join the subcommittees, which include 
Sixth Form, Disciplinary, Partnerships, Finance and Curriculum.  These committees meet each term 
and report back to the full Governors. Expressions of interest should be made to the school office by 
April 11th 2016. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very Happy Easter. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 

 
 
Marc Howell 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REMAINING HOLIDAY FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2015-16 
 
Summer Term 2016 
 

   

School opens Thursday 07 April Staff Training Day 
 Friday 08 April Staff Training Day 
 Monday 11 April School opens to students 
School closed Monday 02 May May Day Bank Holiday 
    
Half Term Friday 27 May School closes for half term 
 Monday 06 June School opens 
 Thursday 07 July Staff Training Day (closed to 

students) 
    
School closes Friday  22 July School closes for Summer Holiday 
 
 
 
ACADEMIC YEAR 2016-17 
 
Autumn Term 2016 
 

   

School Opens Monday 05 September Staff Training Day 
 Tuesday 06 September School opens to students 
    
Half Term Friday 21 October School Closes for half term 
 Monday 31 October School opens to students 
    
School Closes Friday 16 December Christmas Holiday 
    
Spring Term 2017 
 

   

School opens Tuesday 03 January School opens to students 
    
Half Term Friday 17 February School closes for half term 
 Monday 27 February School opens 
    
School closes Friday 7 April School closes for Easter Holiday 
    

Summer Term 2017 
 

   

School opens Monday 24 April School opens to students 
    
School closed Monday 01 May May Day Bank Holiday 
    
Half Term Friday 26 May School closes for half term 
 Monday 05 June School opens 
    
School closes Tuesday 25 July School closes for Summer Holiday 
    
    
 
Five training days are to be added to this calendar when the dates have been agreed. 
 
 
 
 



Easter School 
Tuesday 20 March 2016 to Friday 1 April 2016 

9.30am to 12:30 pm and 1:30pm to 3:30 pm 
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